


NEWS BULLETIN 


OFFICERS 
EDNA G. MOORE, President 
Elyria Library 


LOIS MacKELLAR, Secretary 
Mansfield Public Library 


HELEN M. FOCKE, Treasurer 
Case School of Applied Science 


NOVEMBER, 1943 


EXECUTIVE BOARD 


VICE-PRESIDENTS 
J. H. LANCASTER 
Heidelberg College Library 


RUTH DENNIS 
Greene County District Library 


MRS. MARY H. MOREHOUSE 
Bellefontaine Public Library 


OHIO LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


VOL. 13, No. 4 


PAST PRESIDENTS 
EMELIA E. WEFEL 
Cleveland Public Library 


LELAND S. DUTTON 
Miami University Library 


WILLIAM J. HAMILTON 
Dayton Public Library 


Library 


THE PROPOSED JOINT COMMITTEE OF THE 0O.L.A. AND 0.E.A. 
JOHN H. HERRICK 


Director of Research, Cincinnati Public Schools 


The Ohio Library Association and the Ohio Education Association are now weigh- 
ing a proposal for the creation of a permanent joint committee of the two associations 
to promote more effective cooperation between schools and libraries throughout the 
state. The proposal itself is the unanimous recommendation of a temporary com- 
mittee consisting of representatives of these two organizations* 

Arguments in favor of close working relationships between schools and libraries 
are inherent in the very purposes of the two institutions. The program of the public 
schools, unless very narrowly conceived, includes social aims which cannot possibly 
be achieved during the years of school attendance. The education which the school 
starts must be continued in the post-school period, and the forward-looking teacher 


will do well to introduce his pupils to the agencies which they can later exploit for 


their own further education. 
these agencies. 


The public library will occupy a prominent place among 


The public library, on the other hand, is largely dependent upon the schools for 
the success of its program, because the appreciations and habits learned in school will 
in large measure determine the child’s later use of the public library in adulthood. 
Both the farseeing librarian and the alert teacher will seek to develop in children a 
love of reading, or degree of proficiency in the use of library tools, a knowlede of the 
resources of the public library, and the habit of turning to the library for assistance. 


An argument of a different character is that public schools and public libraries 
should cooperate in the interest of reduced costs to the taxpayer. This is particularly 
true in small towns with limited funds available for education. In such instances 
the unnecessary expenditure of funds for duplicate titles is a waste that should be 
avoided. Housing, too, is an unduly costly matter in the small town where the library 
building is used only a few hours each week and the school stands idle half the days 
of the year. Joint efforts might well result in ways of reducing this waste without 
impairing the quality of service of either institution, and possibly with some long-time 
service gains. The growing interest in adult education, both in school circles and 
among librarians, also calls for close collaboration if the wastes of unwise competition 
and needless duplication of facilities and services are to be avoided. 


In making its recommendations, it was the thought of the temporary committee 
that a permanent joint committee -migh*® undertake to-work along four main lines. 
In the first place, it might devise ways and means of stimulating local school and 
library officials to work more closely together. Criteria of sound cooperation could 
be developed, and selected examples of sound cooperation could be given wide publicity. 
The exchange of ideas at professional meetings, or through magazines and news 
letters, might also prove to be helpful. 

*Since the writing of this article, the executive committee of the O.E.A. has unanimously endorsed 


the recommendation of the temporary joint committee, and will urge favorable action by the O.E.A. 
Representative Assembly in December. 
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A second type of activity would be to point out areas and specific situations in 
which the two associations should unite their efforts on a state-wide level. They might 
also suggest the specific means of organizing such cooperation in certain instances. 
Among the many problems that need to be considered at the state level are those deal- 
ing with finance, codification of library laws, certification, and relations with and 
between the State Department of Education and the State Library. 


The improvement of school library services is a third suggested area. This is a 
large field, and one in which both public library and school authorities have long been 
interested. A joint committee might, to mention but a few items, propose standards 
of service, publicize promising developments, and make recommendations relative to 
the improvement of school librarianship. 


Finally, there could be much profit from a program of well-planned and coordinated 
research on problems of mutual interest. A joint committee would render valuable 
service by calling attention to needed research, persuading competent investigators 
to undertake such research, and publicizing the findings of sound studies. 

The permanent joint committee would consist of six members, three to be desig- 
nated by each association in a manner of its own choosing. Terms would be for three 
years, with one representative of each association subject to replacement or reappoint- 
ment each year. In view of the fact that a committee of practical size could not well 
represent all types of committees and all points of view, it is recommended that the 
committee recruit a group of Ohio librarians and educators to serve as consultants. 


It is of interest, in connection with these proposals, to recall earlier efforts of 
similar nature. Shortly after its origin in 1895, the Ohio Library Association created 
a vommittee on cooperation between the two associations, and through the efforts of this 
committee a library section of the Ohio State Teachers Association was formed in 
1897 with State Librarian Galbreath at its head. The superintendents also chose an 
official delegate to attend the meetings of the state library association. These efforts 
at a union of forces soon weakened, and, except for a brief revival a decade later, 
ceased to be of much concern. Galbreath generously ascribed the failure of these 
efforts to neglect by library people, but all of the fault was surely not theirs. Per- 
haps the most important factor was that the curriculum of those days was a rigidly- 
prescribed textbook affair with little interest in or opportunity for the reading of 
other materials. There was just no place for the library in the planning and thinking 
of many educators of that day, and the seeds of cooperation simply fell on rocky soil. 


The failure of earlier efforts need be no grounds for pessimism concerning the 
success of the present plan. In the first place, the whole concept of education is 
different and both the public library and the school library are generally recognized 
as important educational agencies. Secondly, the cooperation between schools and 
libraries now practiced widely over the state offers a sound basis upon which to build. 
Last of all is the encouraging fact that most librarians and superintendents, in a 
recent state-wide survey, approve the creation of a joint committee, and many are 
ready with suggested activities that they think would be helpful. It is surely not 
unreasonable to expect that a competent committee under good leadership will not 


only survive but will render valuable service to the total educational program of 
the state. 


MRS. HARDING HONORED 


Mrs. George T. Harding, III, Worthington, was appointed a member of the Ohio 
State Library board for an eight-year term ending October 19, 1951, according to an 
announcement made by Governor Bricker. She succeeds Mrs. Nelle Dunlap, of Hillsboro. 
Mrs. Fiarding is a former president of the Ohio Library Trustees Association and now 


serves as a member of that organization’s executive committee. She is also a member 
of the board of the Worthington public library. 
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LIBRARY BINDING INSTITUTE MEETING 


Approximately 200 librarians attended 
the special session of the Library Binding 
Institute sponsored by the Ohio Library 
Association in Cleveland, Friday after- 
noon, November 5. This session was de- 
voted to the exchanging of practices used 
by librarians in meeting the personnel 


shortage, in mind these two 


keeping 
problems: 

1. Can library staff losses be replaced 
fast enough to assure maintenance of 
library services at their ordinary levels? 

2. If not, how have or should library 
services be cut? 

Speakers included Amy Winslow, librar- 
ian, Cuyahoga County library; 
Briesemeister, 


Laura 
librarian, Canton public 
library; Mrs. James Foutts, librarian, Ra- 
venna public library; Miss Marion King, 
librarian, Lorain public library; and Miss 
Elizabeth Briggs, director of children’s 
work, Cleveland public library. 

With the idea that some of the methods 
reported at the meeting may be helpful 
to others, a brief summary of them is 
given here: 

Cuyahoga county library.—Has had suc- 
cess with employment of Japanese-Amer- 
ican girls but does not give them work 
which brings them in contact with public. 
Abolished the “relative rule” prohibiting 
employment of relative of an employee. 
Has had success with employment of older 
women. To date services had not been 
On the contrary, bookmobile service 
had been expanded. 


cut. 


Massillon.—Reported successful use of 
older women. 

Lucas county.—Reported possibility of 
not being able to hold married women 
employees withholding tax 


situation. Exemptions were already taken 


because of 


by their husbands so every dollar each 
woman earned was taxed. 


Lorain.—Put bookmobile service on four- 


week schedule rather than former two- 
week schedule; however, bookmobile cir- 
culation increased. Using women book- 
mobile drivers and likes them better than 
men. 

Troy.—Also using women bookmobile 
drivers. 

Warren.—Using firemen to drive book- 
mobile. Finds them very successful and 
recommends them as possibility for others. 
Firemen have two days or more per week 
off from regular duty and by use of two 
of them Warren could cover a full five- 
day bookmobile schedule. Found them 
quite regular—if they could not come, 
they always arranged for another to come 
—good drivers, even helping to repair the 
car when needed and developing a keen 
interest in library bookmobile service. 

Canton.—Urged public and staff be 
taken into librarian’s confidence on per- 
When Canton staff be- 
came aware of the acute help situation, 
they willingly agreed to schedule-changes 
and overtime work. 


sonnel troubles. 


Was able to secure 
bookmobile drivers through civilian de- 
fense set-up and the Red Cross Drivers 
Bookmobile 
creased and there was expansion of library 
service generally in the Canton system. 

Akron.—Did some personnel advertis- 
ing. Had catalog cards typed with “Help 
Wanted” message on them and passed out 
to library pages, ministers, teachers and 
library staff members. 
obtained. 


Corps. stops had been in- 


Excellent results 


Loudonville.— Formed library club 
groups of girls; used one group to clean 
library, another as pages. 

North Canton.—Success with girl re- 
serve members. 

Shaker Heights.—Reported they had 
obtained valuable assistance from the 
American Volunteer Women’s Service. 


Ravenna.—Heavy staff loss but no serv- 
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ices have been cut. In fact some added. 

However, quality of service decreased. 
Sandusky. 

full day per week. 


Lakewood.—Cut 





Cut services by closing one 


services by opening 
later in morning (11:00 a. m.). 
Dayton.—Changed branch hours. 


Branches now closed two days a week 
instead of one. 


Cleveland.—Children’s division 





tries to 
secure help of teachers. Reports teach- 
ers have proved successful as workers in 
children’s division. 

The consensus of those attending the 
session was that personnel problems could 
be solved provided staff morale could be 
maintained at a high level by salary in- 
creases, deserved promotions and a shar- 
ing of the responsibilities for personnel 
matters with the staff, ingenuity in tap- 
ping new sources of personnel, such as 
the field of married women, women truck 
drivers, etc., a wise use of younger mate- 
rial and the use of such part-time mate- 
rial as firemen, girl reserves, girl scouts, 
etc. It also seemed to be proved conclu- 
sively that to date most libraries are not 
Rather 
are they determined to expand them. 


inclined to favor cutting services. 


Judy Puzzles 


Several months 


the Westerville 
public library decided to introduce Judy 


ago 


puzzles in the children’s room. In a short 
time it was discovered the puzzles were 
sG popular that there weren’t enough to 
meet the demand. Two additional pur- 


chases have been made 


since then and 
still there are never more than one or 
two puzzles in the library at one time. 
These toys are wooden jin-lay jig-saw puz- 
zles and depict the Mother Goose char- 
acters in brightly painted colors. 

If you would walk down the streets of 
Westerville you might notice a new style 


in under-arm bags especially popular with 
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the younger set. The bags are made of 
blue denim with a flap fastened by a 
single large button. These are the Judy 
puzzles being carried to and from the 
library by pre-school children—who are 
the privileged ones with these toys. These 
bags are most convenient for carrying the 
puzzles and prevent a loss of pieces. 

The puzzles are prepared for circulation 
by pasting a pocket and card in the lid 
of the cardboard box in which the puzzle 
arrives and is kept when not in circulation. 
A date due slip is pasted on the bottom 
of the puzzle itself and the toy is ready 
for circulation. 

The puzzles are washable and individual 


pieces can be replaced in case of loss. 


Special Month 


The State Safety 
nounces that January is being designated 
as Farm and Home Safety Mobilization 
month. 


Ohio Council an- 


The council is planning special 
publicity features such as posters, book 
marks and information about accidents; 
their cause and prevention. Libraries 
may be interested in preparing displays 
on this subject during January. Plans 
are being made to get this material to 


libraries of the state. 


Membership Report 


The report of O.L.A. memberships as 
of November 9, 1943, is as follows: 


1944 members 21 
1943 members 1,286 
1942 members 305 
1941 members ; 88 
Total memberships 1700 
Sustaining members 18 


There were 125 resignations during the 
past year, six deaths and 66 delinquent 
members. Thirty-four members are in 


some branch of the armed services or in 


war work. 
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Ohio Writers Honored 


The candid camera was turned on eighty- 
three Ohio authors and a musician when 
the Ohioana library held its annual meet- 
ing, October 16 in the main hearing room 
of the State Office Building. Although the 
day’s festivities began at 10:30 a.m., the 
affair was climaxed at 1:30 when 1942 
prize winners were announced and authors 
of 1943 were given state-wide recognition. 

Mrs. Depew Head, executive chairman 
of the library, presided and prizes were 
awarded by the library’s founder, Mrs. 
Myers Y. Cooper, of Cincinnati. 

In the field of fiction Martin Joseph 
Freeman was awarded a medal for his 
novel “Bitter Honey.” The non-fiction 
prize was given to Clarence A. Mills for 
his book “Climate Makes the Man” and 
the juvenile award for the best children’s 
story of 1942 went to Anna Bird Stewart 
for her book “Bibi: The Baker’s Horse.” 

Honorable mention in fiction went to 
“Time of Peace” by Ben Ames Williams 
and a similar award in non-fiction was 
given to Robert Emmett Taylor’s “No 
Royal Road” and William E. S. Flory’s 
“Prisoners of War.” In the juvenile clas- 
sification two books tied for second place. 
They were: “Mr. Totter and the Five Black 
Cats” by Eleanor Thomas and “The Great 
Lakes” by Marie Emilie Gilchrist. 

For the first time the Ohioana library 
paid homage to one of the state’s out- 
standing musicians, Edgar Stillman Kelley 
of Oxford, dean of American composers. 
Mr. Kelley was awarded an Ohioana medal 
in recognition of his outstanding work as 
teacher, lecturer, author, conductor and 
composer, 

Almost equal in importance with the 
authors was the Ohioana medal designed 
by Paul Bogatay and executed under the 
direction of Professor Arthur Baggs, both 
of the fine arts department of Ohio State 
University. The medal is made of a beau- 
tiful translucent porcelain. In the white 
center is a low relief in exquisite modeling 
of the seal of Ohio imposed upon the map 
of Ohio. The border carries the inscrip- 
tion in two shades of blue “Martha Kinney 
Cooper Ohioana Library Award.” 
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During Book Week the Cleveland 
Heights public library had a special 
Ohioana display. Featured in it were 
books by Ohioans and photographs of va- 
rious authors. 

The Ohioana library is trying to get 
a complete collection of county histories. 
The following histories are needed: Rich- 
land, Lawrence and Gallia, Cuyahoga, 
Lake, Licking, Mahoning, Morrow and 
Sandusky. Mrs. Head will appreciate hear- 
ing from librarians who know where one 
of these may be obtained. Mail will reach 
her at the Ohio State Library, Columbus, 
Ohio. 


Bond Issue Passed 


The North Canton library board believes 
in practical postwar planning. Since this 
library has outgrown its present quarters 
the board sponsored a $65,000 bond issue 
to finance a new building after the war. 
The bond issue was approved by ten votes 
more than the 65% margin required. 

An unusual publicity campaign empha- 
sized the value of the library to the com- 
munity. A leaflet titled “For a Better 
Tomorrow” was an interesting and infor- 
mative account of the place of the library 
in the community. This publicity folder 
emphasized what the library had contri- 
buted to North Canton as well as facts 
and figures on the new building. Included 
in the section called “‘questions you should 
ask and answers you should know” was 
this paragraph: “The new library is en- 
tirely a postwar project. Passage of the 
bond issue will simply provide the means 
for making the necessary funds available 
immediately after the war is won. No 
bonds will be sold until the money is 
actually needed. The enterprise will not 
interfere, either financially or otherwise, 
with our present all-out war effort. Post- 
war planning of this nature-is fostered by 
our government and is being definitely 
promoted by industry and civilian groups 
throughout the nation in the interest of 
winning the peace.” 

A fully-informed publicity committee of 
one hundred library-minded citizens aided 
in “selling” the bond issue to the voters. 





Page 6 


Postwar Planning Groups 


For the information of librarians who 
may wish to contact their local postwar 
planning group, here is a list of such 
groups which are known to be organized. 


Marietta Postwar Planning Committee 
C. M. Mead, President 

First National Bank 

Marietta, Ohio 


Stark County Committee for Economic 
Development 

H. W. Hoover, Chairman 

Hoover Company 

North Canton, Ohio 


Elyria Postwar Planning Committee 
J. B. Johnson, Chairman 

Ghio Public Service Company 
Elyria, Ohio 

Portage County 


Committee 


for Eco- 


nomic Development 
Paul H. Brehm, Chairman 
Kent, Ohio 


Piqua Planning Program 
City Engineering Department 
Albert Schroeder 

Piqua, Ohio 


Yellow Springs Postwar Planning Pro- 
gram 
Mayor Lowell Fess 


Yellow Springs, Ohio 


Sidney Postwar Planning Commission 
Mayor Sexauer, Chairman 
Sidney, Ohio 


Portage County Postwar Commission 
Paul G. Shafer, Chairman 
Ravenna, Ohio 


Postwar Planning Committee 
William F. Maag, Chairman 
Youngstown, Ohio 





NEWS BULLETIN 


Chamber of Commerce Postwar Com- 
mittee 
Russell Martin, Chairman 


Dayton, Ohio 


Akron Postwar Planning Commission 
Clyde F. Beery, Chairman 

2116 First Central Tower 

Akron, Ohio 


Toledo Postwar Committee 
Frank Sohn, Chairman 
Toledo, Ohio 


Lorain Postwar Committee 
John D. Pincura 


Lorain, Ohio 


Willoughby Village Postwar Planning 
Committee 

R. A. Mertz, Chairman 

Willoughby, Ohio 


Library Budgets 


News concerning 1944 library budgets 
las been coming in to the State Library. 
Librarians will be interested to know that 
tc date every budget reported has shown 
an increase. Obviously budget commis- 
sions are becoming aware that library 
costs have increased. In fact, librarians 
and trustees are reporting sympathetic at- 
titudes on the part of budget commissions. 

To date the following increases have 
been granted: 


Library Increase 
Germantown $ 2,069 
Rockford 200 
Upper Sandusky 600 
Canton 10,000 
Lorain Main 2,090 

Bookmobile 2,300 
Elyria 2,070 
Wellington 260 
Amherst 250 
Carrollton 300 
Mansfield 2,000 
Troy 800 

~> Sandusky 2,000 
~ Ottowa ae 
Lebanon ins SOO 
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COMBATING BASEMENT DAMPNESS 


By Mutpren W. Sanpoe, State Library Organizer 


Recently several inquiries have been re- 
ceived by the Ohio State library relative to 
ways of combating basement dampness. 
This problem seems to be such a universal 
one that a summary of suggestions may 
prove of assistance to librarians and li- 
brary boards. Recommendations for this 
problem were made by Mr. Hadley of the 
Cincinnati public library. Mr. Schunk of 
the Toledo public library and Mr. Collins 
of the Akron public library. 

Before giving their suggestions, however, 
a few general statements are in order. 

Damp basements are due, in general, to 
two causes (1) leakage through the walls 
due to improper outside drainage or cracks 
in basement walls or (2) condensation. 


If dampness’ is due to leakage two things 
should be considered—remedial drainage 
outside the walls showing signs of leakage 
and waterproofing. Often drainage dif- 
ficulties can be entirely corrected by dig- 
ging a trench near the affected area and 
placing field tile in it. Waterproofing of 
walls and floors also assists if properly 
applied. Naturally, the best protection 
against this type of building difficulty is 
to make sure proper precautions are taken 
at the time the library building is being 
constructed. 

To combat the more ordinary cause of 
damp basements—condensation of moisture 
due to the coolness of the basement air in 
contrast with the outer air—a double wall 
at time of building or artificial heat and 
increased circulation of dry air, or removal 
of the water from the air must be achieved. 
When constructing a new building future 
troubles due to condensation could be avoid- 
ed if an inside basement wall were pro- 
vided some six inches or so in from the 
outer or ground contact wall. The air 
cushion so provided would prevent conden- 
sation by preventing contact of the inside 
air with the much cooler temperature of 
the outer wall. Where such building pre- 
cautions have not been taken and conden- 
sation is causing dampness companies fa- 
miliar with such problems say that dehu- 
midifying units, fans, etc., are the best 
solution. Anything that tends to break 


down the difference in temperature between 
the inside and outside air helps, they con- 
tend. Even large ventilator fans would 
aid in combating the difficulty. 

Cincinnati reports little trouble due to 
buildings built on a gravel sub-soil but 
suggests that a bushel of unslacked lime 
spread on a cement floor in the corner 
against cement walls would absorb a great 
deal of basement moisture. 

Cincinnati and Akron suggest two com- 
mercial products as worth trying, Keep-Dri, 
a chemical sold in department stores at 
$1.69, and Airite, a commercial dehumid- 
ifying outfit and chemical obtainable from 
the Cincinnati Airite Laboratories, 212 East 
Third street, Cincinnati. A large-sized unit 
selling for $3.98 is obtainable. This is 
said to be capable of removing the undesir- 
able dampness from a space 14x33x8%4 or 
3811 cubic feet in size. 

Mr. Schunk reports that the following 
method has been succesfully used in some 
of the school buildings in Toledo. It pro- 
vides for an inexpensive home-made unit 
that can be built by any handy janitor or 
manual arts department. The details are 
as follows: 

“From window screen (preferably copper 
if available) make a cylinder 4 inches in 
diameter and 1 foot high. Make from 
scrap lumber a square stand with four 2 
inch legs. This stand should be open in 
the middle and should be covered with 
screen. Its size depends upon the size of 
the pan available for placing beneath it. 
Place the cylinder on top of the stand and 
fill it with calcium chloride (obtainable in 
building supply stores at approximately 
$1.50 per hundred pound bag). 

“The number of these units required in 
a given basement or damp room depends 
upon the degree of dampness and the ven- 
tilation conditions. For example; one in- 
stallation in Toledo in a basement 14 feet 
by 22 feet required three of these units. 

“The calcium chloride gradually disap- 
pears requiring replacement about once a 
week. When drying out a given room care 
must be exercised that all windows are kept 
closed as there should be no attempt to 
dry out the entire outdoors. 
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“To speed up the absorption of moisture 
from the air by the calcium chloride, 
place an electric fan near the unit.” 


A report from libraries trying any of 
these methods would be appreciated. 
Please tell us whether results were good, 
bad or indifferent. Your experience may 
be of value to us. 


List Available 


The first of a series of book lists de- 
signed to help school and public libraries 
of the state is now ready. It is titled, 
“Basic Books to Help Young People Get 
Ready for the Post-War Period, Part I, 
Industrial Relations.” Compiled from 
titles selected independently of each other 
by three librarians in the state interested 
in this field it has been printed by the 
State Library. Copies have been sent to 
libraries of the state; additional copies 
may be had upon request to the State 
Library. 


Scholarships Offered 


Miss Thirza Grant, acting dean of West- 
ern Reserve University Library School, 
announces that the school will offer eight 
half-tuition scholarships for the year 
1944-45. These will be granted on a com- 
petitive basis. Applicants should apply to 
the school by April 15, 1944. 


Ohio Library Association 
News Bulletin 
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Trustee Citations 


Recommendations for trustee citation 
should be sent to Laurance J. Harwood, 
chairman, Jury on Citation of Trustees, 
American Library Association, 520 N. 
Michigan avenue, Chicago, Ill. The Jury 
emphasizes the fact the service of a 
trustee recommended for nomination need 
not be dramatic or spectacular; that 
equal consideration is given to trustees 
of large and small libraries and that the 
library service cited may be on a local, 
state or national level. Any library board, 
individual trustee, state library agency, 
state library association, state trustees 
organization or the Trustees Division of 
the American Library Association may 
send recommendations to the Jury. Ree- 
ommendations to receive consideration 
for the 1944 citation must be received by 
the Jury on December 1, 1948. 


Gift Offer 


The Warren public library has two 
sets of books to give away—Official Roster 
of the State of Ohio in the war of the 
Rebellion 1861-1866. War of the Rebel- 
lion—A compilation of the official records 
of the Union and Confederate Armies. 

The library will be glad to send these, 
collect, to any library wishing them. 
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